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plundered and destroyed Esarhaddon had tasted
the joys of plunder and the satisfaction of revenge
at Sidon, and was glad to drink them again to
the full The fall of Memphis filled the whole
land with dismay. Such an event had probably
never seemed to the proud people a possibility.
There were no further resources in the country,
the king had fled and left all, and only surrender
was possible. As far as the confines of Nubia the
country surrendered to the Assyrians. In two
brief campaigns, with apparently little loss, an
Assyrian army had undone the work of centuries
and humbled in the dust the world's proudest
people. What was lost to the world in the de-
struction of Memphis can never be known. How
much else of works of art, of historical memorials,
of beautiful buildings, perished may only be sur-
mised. Esarhaddon admits that he carried away
from the temples fifty-five royal statues. It was a
complete overthrow, but the resistance had been
slight and brief, and the land was happily not de-
voted to destruction.

At once Esarhaddon reorganized the govern-
ment of the country. It was already divided
into twenty-two divisions, called nomes. Over
each of these a native prince was set up, who was
really only a puppet in the hands of the Assyrian
officials and assistants by whom he was sur-
rounded. Even the names of the cities were
changed into Assyrian forms, so that, for example,
Sais became Kar-bel-matati (fortress of the lord of